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An onomasioiogical structure represents a fragment of a conceptual model that interiorizes the features of a referent. The focal concern of cognitive onomasiology is the analysis of mechanisms involved in construing this fragment. The choice of features which show up in motivated words and combine with the onomasioiogical basis depends on four interlocking determinans involved in the process of designation: a) anthropocentric: the speaker's initial intention resulting from cognizing the object; b) cognitive: the existence (in the speaker's conceptual system) of a mental structure that represents an individual's knowledge about the designatum; this structure can represent either scientific or naive knowledge; it can be more and less imaginative and paradoxical; it may be associated with the other concepts to a greater or lesser extent; c) linguistic: the regularities of a language system that are encoded in the mental lexicon to which the speaker resorts while coining names on the basis of analogy, systemic and a systemic principles; d) contextual-communicative: the requirements set by the context and discourse that influence baptizing the concept with a word.
Within the framework of cognitive linguistics, the well-developed approach to the analysis of designation - from a word to the respective concept - is integrated with the opposite approach - from a concept to the respective word. The latter approach has feasibility in accounting for the designation processes. Such an account can involve the data from the fields of traditional linguistics (A. Potebnya), psycholinguistics (D. Uznadze, N. Zhinkin, A. Zalevskaya), neuroscience and neurolinguistics (N. Bekhterev, A. Luriya), cognitive psychology (R. Shenk), cognitive grammar and semantics (N. Chomsky, R. Jackendoff G. Lakoff, J. Fauconnier, E. Kubryakova), and discourse analysis (T. van-Dijk, W. Kintsch).
The body of data under analysis included 4,000 Russian composite words where the cognitive determinant was established. The conceptual models applied in construing the mental images of designata were propositions, frames and nets structured with regard to the associative principle. The obtained results show that, while coining composite words, the speaker chooses one or more significant or insignificant features of a concept that belong to the propositional part of a frame (direct propositional composition) On the other hand, such features can be chosen from the terminal sphere of associates - the concepts linked to a given concept via similarity, contiguity, opposition, etc. (associative composition: metaphorical imaginative, comparative, associative-topical, and associative-perceptual).

